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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

Our Senior Pastor’s Bible Study this fall will focus on “Journeying with Jesus: the Great 
Exorcist, Popular Miracle-Worker and Authoritative Teacher in the Gospel of Mark.”  
The Gospel according to Mark appears second in the New Testament canon and, is therefore 
sometimes called the Second Gospel. It is usually regarded as the first of the New Testament 
Gospels to have been written. Though Mark is probably the earliest of the four canonical Gos-
pels, it has not received as much attention through most of Christian history as the other three 
Gospels. Some of that lack of interest may be attributed to the view of Augustine, a fourth cen-
tury theologian, that Mark was an abbreviation of the Gospel of Matthew – a view still held by a 
few modern scholars.  

The purpose of Mark’s Gospel is to bear witness to Jesus Christ as proclaimer and embodi-
ment of the Kingdom of God, and to challenge readers to follow Jesus in anticipation of his final 
coming as Son of man. The Gospel of Mark presupposes that the best way to bear witness to 
the coming Kingdom of God and to challenge readers to faithful discipleship is to tell the story of 
Jesus. As we journey through the Gospel of Mark we will discover an extraordinary range and 
depth of teachings about the Kingdom of God. This rich and varied message clusters around two 
major themes: Jesus as king and his disciples as subjects in the Kingdom of God. Jesus not only 
announces the kingdom’s coming but also, by his authoritative words and deeds, incarnates its 
hidden presence. Disciples are those to whom the secret of the kingdom is given; they are those 
who receive it, enter it, and share Jesus’ mission of announcing it.  

A key verse for understanding the premise of Mark’s Gospel is 1:14-15: “Jesus came to Gali-
lee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God has come near, repent, and believe in the good news.’” Jesus reveals a God who breaks 
into human time in an effort to repair the breach separating God from humans and humans from 
one another. God’s activity is manifested through Jesus’ preaching ministry. That ministry repre-
sents the transformative power of God’s coming kingdom through three primary means: exor-
cism, miracle, and authoritative teaching.  

As Mark narrates the story of Jesus in his Gospel, Jesus is portrayed as the powerful Son of 
God who delivers humanity from all the threats that rob God’s people of authentic life: meaning-
lessness; storms and the evils of nature; loneliness; alienation from themselves, others, and 
God; sin and guilt; hunger; sickness; and the ultimate enemy – death. Jesus does what only God 
can do. Since the day that Jesus came – as G. K. Chesterton put it – “It has never been quite 
enough to say that God is in his heaven and all is right with the world, since the rumor is that 
God had left his heavens to set it right.” Mark also tells the story of Jesus from the human side 
as One who is in solidarity with the weakness and vulnerability of the human condition and who 
himself dies on a cross, and yet was raised in exaltation. Death did not end the influence of Je-
sus upon this earth; in many ways his death started it. 

In this study on Wednesday evenings (repeated on Thursday mornings), beginning Septem-
ber 18, we will focus on those texts that help us to understand Jesus in his role as the great Ex-
orcist, popular Miracle-Worker, and authoritative Teacher and what that means for us today.  Of 
particular interest in our study will be the four exorcism narratives in Mark. (Matthew and Luke 
have no exorcism narratives of their own.) The four narratives in Mark are the healing of the 
demoniac in the synagogue (Mark 1:21-28); the Gerasene demoniac (Mark 5:1-20); the casting 
out of the demon from the daughter of the Syrophoenician woman (Mark 7:24-30) and; the 
healing of a boy possessed by an unclean spirit (Mark 9:14-29).  Christ’s victory over the de-
monic is the ultimate reality. Jesus is the great exorcist who casts out demons and takes us by 
the hand and raises us up.  Now that’s food for thought!   



 

 

Thoughts from Kay 
 

It frequently amazes me how wise and prescient that the bible is.  While the Ten 
Commandments were written originally for people who lived very different lives from 
our own, they still are resonant and relevant today.  Take God’s command to practice 
and honor the Sabbath.  This oft-ignored command is increasingly important in a world 
where every minute seems to be filled with activity, information, or both. 

Our lives are busier and more intensely connected than ever.  Phones are no longer 
interrupters of the dinner hour, but can and do ring in the car, while walking, at the 
movies, even in church.  Any time that used to be a sacred space, set aside for rest 
and renewal, is most likely not just interruptible but interrupted.  Go to a coffee shop 
and you’ll find more people working on their computers than simply relaxing with a cup 
of java.  Even those of us who practice coming to church may lose the whole of God’s 
intention of a Sabbath day by filling the remainder of the Sunday hours with house-
work, paperwork, and things that keep us busy rather than slowing down and renewing 
our souls. 

An online group called The Sabbath Manifesto is a growing creative project de-
signed to slow down lives in an increasingly hectic world.  They encourage participants 
to dedicate one day a week to follow the ten principles: 

 

1. Avoid technology 

2. Connect with loved ones 

3. Nurture your health 

4. Get outside 

5. Avoid commerce 

6. Light candles 

7. Drink wine 

8. Eat bread 

9. Find silence 

10. Give back 

 

Scott Belsky, author of the bestselling book, Making Ideas Happen, writes that 
“when you allow yourself to just look out the window for 10 minutes – and ponder – 
your brain will start working in a more creative way. It will grasp ideas from unex-
pected places. It’s this very sort of unconscious creativity that leads to great thinking.”  
It’s good advice—and advice that God gave to us thousands of years ago. 

So take time out from the status updates, the text messages, the ringing of 

phones.  Let the dishes sit in the sink and the mail be unopened just a while longer.  

Take a deep breath.  Find some dedicated time… set aside some dedicated time… just 

to be.  To be God’s good creation in God’s good world.  Who knows what you may dis-

cover in the silence? 

http://99u.com/book/making-ideas-happen


 

 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
September 2013 – UMW Circle Meetings 

Clarke/Heritage Circle 
Tuesday, September 3 in Room 309.  Diane 

Hartley, Director of Senior Services Coalition will 
present the program:  Navigating Community Re-
sources as We Mature.  Lunch to follow at a local 
restaurant. 

 

Jean Craig Circle 
Tuesday, September 3 at 1:30 p.m. in the 

Chambrel Activities Room. 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle 
Wednesday, September 4 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 

309.  Holley Walling will sing a selection of songs 
and Elaine Howell will accompany her on the piano. 

 

Olive Casey Circle 
Monday, September 9 at 9:30 a.m. in the 

Church Den.  Our program presenter will be Betty 
Stephans, manager of the Velvet Shoestring.  Her 
program is entitled, “Transitions in Life.”  Members 
are encouraged to bring school supplies (or dona-
tions) for making school kits for Church World Ser-
vice. 

 

Friendship Circle 
Monday, September 9 at 
10:30 a.m. in Room 309.  
Members will help Peggy 
Hook get vitamins, etc., 
ready for her upcoming trip 
to Limon, Honduras. 

WindsorMeade Circle 
Monday, September 9 at 10:30 a.m. in Windsor-

Meade Hall.  Fern Gundaker, a nurse and resident of 
WindsorMeade will share current information about 
Leonarda’s Home of Hope in Honduras which she 
visited in March with the mission team from our 
church.  We are collecting medicines for Honduras.  
Also, Sylvia Woodcock will update us on the plans 
for our “Blooming Bulbs” booth at the Bazaar. 

 

Carol Scott Circle 
Tuesday, September 10 at 1:00 p.m. in the 

Church Den. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle 
Tuesday, September 10 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 

309.   Our speaker will be Mike Langrehr who will 
talk about the KAIROS Prison Ministry.  Canning ac-
tivities will continue in September. 

 

Williamsburg Landing Circle 
Tuesday, September 17  at 10:30 a.m. at the 

Williamsburg Landing Main Building.   
 

Important Dates to Remember 
WUMW Membership Event 

Sunday, September 15 from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

WUMW Local Board Meeting 
Monday, September 23 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 

309 

Bread for the World Offering of Letters 
Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice urging our nation’s leaders and decision makers to 

end hunger.   On October 6, the Social Action Committee of United Methodist Women  invites you to stop by 
the Atrium and write letters  to members of Congress advocating for policies that will 
help end hunger in the United States and around the world.  Everyone should do their 
part to end hunger by protecting vital programs.  We live in the world’s wealthiest na-
tion, yet 50 million Americans struggle to put food on the table.  Worldwide, 1.29 billion 
people still live in extreme poverty on less than $1.25 per day.  Make your voice heard 
in Congress by speaking out for the needs of hungry and poor people.  Please stop by 
the tables in the Atrium and make a difference.  



 

 

Silent Auction 

The Silent Auction booth generates much excite-
ment among our shoppers!  We have received many 
wonderful items for the Silent Auction, but we 
would like to have more to sell.  In addition, you 
might consider providing a service to be auctioned.  
Here are some services you might provide as an 
individual or with a group of friends: 

4 hours of yard work 

4 hours of cleaning (garages or attics) 

3 hours of organizing clothes in drawers or 
closets 

3 hours of housework 

3 hours of minor furniture repair 

3 hours of respite care 

Tea time for 10 people 

Pies or cakes for the holidays 

Flower arrangement for a special occasion 

This is only a small list of 
services you might donate.  
Contact Charlotte Copley 
(258-4809) to provide an 
item or service for the Silent 
Auction. 

Stephen Ministry 
I just need someone to talk to!  Have your ever 

felt this way?  Caring communica-
tion with others is a basic human 
need.  Stephen Ministers can help 
meet that need.  For a listening 
ear, ask one of your pastors to re-
fer you to a Stephen Minister or 
contact Carol Schuster (208-0094). 

Save the Date!! 

Spaghetti Dinner 
 
 

Friday, October 25  

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

in Fellowship Hall 

Furniture 

YES, we do plan to 
have furniture for sale at 
the bazaar but we cannot 
accept any until Thursday, 
November 7 at 9:00 a.m.  
We ask that you bring it to 
the front of church (in the 
new part).  You may unload it there and bring in-
side.  We are asking for tables (side, coffee or food 
tables), chairs, chest, lamps, paintings, bed and foot 
headboards, mirrors, desk, etc.  If you are in doubt 
as to what you think will sell, contact Peggy Tabb 
(645-2329).  She is coordinating this booth and if 
your furniture is too heavy for you to move she will 
have it picked up.  This has always been a popular 
booth and we want to continue it.    
 

Man Cave 

WHAT?  Something new this year and it’s in 
room 206 (the old library).  Men will be able to en-
joy coffee/snacks while women shop.  There will be 
a flat screen TV, board games, hunting and golf 
magazines,  etc.  Debbie Lewis Coordinator. 
 

Reminders:    

We are still accepting CD’s, DVD’s, games, 
books, coffee mugs, small baskets, bulbs, jewelry 
and more. 

Our next collection days are September 6 and 
20 in Room 303 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Bazaar News 



 

 

The Tool Bunch is looking for a few more people 
to help fulfill its ministry of helping people with re-
pairs to physical dwellings. This group began in 
1998 with the purchase of a trailer that was soon 
customized and outfitted with power and hand 
tools, a compressor and a generator.  The trailer is 
towable by the church van.  We have journeyed to 
South Carolina, North Carolina, Maryland, West Vir-
ginia, the Gulf Coast and all parts of Virginia in sup-
port of hurricane recovery efforts coordinated by 
UMVIM and UMCOR.  In addition to these trips, the 
Tool Bunch has worked in our church doing repairs 
and modifications as needed.  In coordination with 
the local office of Housing Partnerships, the Tool 
Bunch has also worked in the local area doing 
wheelchair ramps and house repairs. 

This is a valuable ministry to the church, the 
local community and the southeast region of the 
United States.  In order to continue our efforts, we 
need additional volunteers who have the desire to 
help others, especially those who are suffering the 
effects of natural or man-made disasters.  There are 
no prerequisites to participate, and people of all 
ages are invited to join our team!  We will provide 
on the job training and teach you all you need to 
know about power tools!  If you are interested, 
please contact Phil Mouser (259-9043) or 
pmouser@cox.net. 

Thank You from UMW 

Social Action Committee 
 

The Social Action Committee of United Method-
ist Women would like to thank those who so gener-
ously donated school supplies to Colonial CASA 
(Court Appointed Special Advocates) for abused and 
neglected children.  The response from our church 
was overwhelming and the CASA Staff and CASA 
Volunteers were very grateful for the school sup-
plies to help the children start the school year on a 
confident note. 

In a letter of thanks, Tressel Carter, Executive 
Director at CASA wrote:  “In partnering with Colo-
nial CASA, the United Methodist Women of the Wil-
liamsburg United Methodist  Church are making a 
difference in the lives of abused and neglected chil-
dren.  Thank you for showing continued support of 
Colonial CASA through your gift of various school 
supplies.  Know that you have helped lift up the 
voices of these children by giving them an opportu-
nity to no longer worry about the first day of 
school.” 

“In our society the basic needs and rights of 
children are entrusted to their families, but when 
the family, for whatever reason, is unable to meet 
these obligations, children are subjected to hard-
ships.  Abused and neglected children need some-
one on their side.  That’s where CASA comes in.  
Trained community volunteers support children by 
advocating for them in the community as well as 
the courtroom.” 

“CASA Volunteers stay with each case until it is 
closed and the child is placed in a safe, permanent 
home.  The CASA volunteer will be the one constant 
adult presence in the child’s life during a time of 
need”. 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, spell-

ing and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

mailto:pmouser@cox.net
mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

 

Financial 
Information 

How Are We Doing? 
The July financial data was reported in the Au-

gust 11 Sunday bulletin.  For the first time this year 
monthly expenses exceed monthly income.  Income 
totaled $121.073 and expenses totaled $131,487 or 
a $10,414 shortfall.  For the first time this year 
monthly income fell below plan.  Now in the fall, 
expenses are expected to rise due to high utility 
bills and fall program startup costs.  Please examine 
your giving record and make sure that you are cur-
rent with your pledge.  

How Are You Doing?  
A total of 403 pledges were made for 2013.  Be-

low is a status of pledges as of the end of June: 
 

   28 have been paid in full 
 218 have paid at least 50% of the pledge 
 138 are behind schedule 
   19 have paid nothing 
 

Where do you fit into the above?  

Save the Date for the Women’s Fall Retreat!! 
Join us October 25 from 9:30 a.m. – noon (Lunch to follow) at the Two Rivers Country Club for the 

Women’s Fall Retreat.  The theme this year is “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, There is Freedom”.  Additional 
information will be coming soon.   For information, contact Jeanne Forrest (503-3550) or Mary L. Brett Wright 
(206-9182).  

Save the 

Date!! 
Sunday, October 13 
in Fellowship Hall 

As part of our anniver-
sary celebration, rededicate 
yourself to the membership 

pledge to uphold our church with your prayers, 
presence, gifts, service and witness. Visit the Fel-
lowship Hall between worship services for the op-
portunities to engage in service, witness, prayer and 
stewardship. Coffee and refreshments will be 
served. 

Consider participating in the 50 Acts of Service 
initiative, an important aspect of the anniversary 
celebration to inspire the continued good work at 
our church, within our community and beyond. A 50 
Acts of Service list of opportunities with specific ac-
tions for the fall and winter season will be distrib-
uted. 

Celebrating 200 Years of Ministry 

& 50 Years on Jamestown Road 

Please plan to join the Silver Saints for their Welcome Back Picnic on Wednesday, 
September 11 at noon at Waller Mill Park on Airport Road, Shelter #4.  Parking is located 
near the shelter.  Please bring a dish to share and a donation for the hamburgers and 
hotdogs.  We look forward to seeing you then! 



 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
Do you ever feel like you're going through the 

motions of faith?  Sometimes we do and say the 
right things, but our hearts are far from God. We 
lose our sense of holy awe. But God says,  

“Therefore once more I will astound these 
people with wonder upon wonder” 

(Isaiah 29:14). 

The answer isn’t more faith, 
greater obedience, or extra spiritual 
disciplines.  God responds by giving us 
Himself.  Join us for Margaret Feinberg’s 
7 session Bible study that will help you 
recognize the presence of God in the 
midst of your routine and discover joy in 

knowing you’re wildly loved. During this 
study, you will be reminded what it means to 

awaken to wonder every day by learning to:  

Develop a renewed passion for God 

Identify what's holding you back in prayer 

Find extraordinary moments on ordinary days 

Discover peace in knowing you're wildly loved 

Recognize the presence of God in the midst 
of your routine 

Beginning September 25, join us on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m. in Room 352 .  Contact Cindy 
Banek (229-1771) to sign up and order your book 
or stop by the Crossroads Table in the Atrium Sep-
tember 8 or 15. 

Opportunities in 

Christian Education 
 

Promotion Sunday is September 8.  Chil-
dren and Youth will move up to their new Sunday 
School classes. 

Christian Education Sunday is September 
22.  We will celebrate our teachers and ministry 
volunteers and present Bibles to our Third Graders. 

Visit the Crossroads Table on September 8 
and 15 to learn more about Christian Education at 
WUMC! 

 

 

Sunday School: 

9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
 

Every Sunday Morning 
 

Classes for Adults, 
Youth and Children 

Adult Classes 

Aldersgate Wesley Hall 

Bishop McKendree Room 102 

Christian-Life Connections Room 309 

Fellowship Class Room 103 

The Gathering Room 296 

Marvin Willard Bible Study Class Room 174 

Searchers Room 171 

World Religions Room 101 
Children's Church 

We are interested in adding a Children's 
Church during the 8:15 a.m. service.  If 

you are interested in having your  
children participate in this ministry,  

contact Krista France  
krbales@hotmail.com or (345-0460).  

We hope to see you there!  

Children's Classes 

Nursery Room 203 

Preschool and Pre-K Room 207 

Kindergarten and First Grade Room 201 

Second and Third Grades Room 302 

Fourth and Fifth Grades Room 301 

Consult the church website or Sunday bulletin 
for the study topics of each class.  Suggested study 
themes for September - December: 

 September - Prayer 

 October and November - Stewardship 

 December - Advent 

mailto:krbales@hotmail.com


 

 

Wrestling with God through Prayer 
September Sermon Series 

There is a well-known story in the Bible of Father Abraham’s grandson 
Jacob wrestling with God through the night. Jacob survives the encounter and 
is actually transformed in the process as a new man of God. “Prayer in its highest form 
and grandest success assumes the attitude of a wrestler with God,” concluded E. M. 
Bounds, who wrote eight books on prayer. In a sermon series on “Wrestling with God 
through Prayer,” September 8, 15, 22, and 29, we will raise the issue of how we are all “God
-wrestlers.”  We will explore questions such as “Why pray?” “What difference does it make?” 
“Does prayer change God?” “What can we really expect from prayer?”  Join us at 8:15 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. on 
Sunday mornings for this provocative conversation on prayer and its meaning. 

A Habit of 

Prayer 

It seems we get so busy and 
have a hard time finding time for 

prayer.   Hopefully in our emphasis on 
prayer at WUMC this year we can help you find 
some methods of prayer that will help your relation-
ship with God to be in an “all the time relationship”. 

Julia Attaway, editor for Guidepost, suggests 
that “Breathing Prayer” helps with anxiety.  When 
anxiety’s got you in its grip, it’s hard to avoid worry-
ing, but this technique of “breathing prayer” can 
help. 

She suggests that you close your eyes and in-
hale slowly imagining pulling the Spirit in so fully 
that it fills every pore of your body.  Make sure your 
stomach expands; you want to be filled with peace.  
Exhale slowly through your nose. 

While inhaling and exhaling pray simply  

While Inhaling While Exhaling 

Come Holy Spirit Fill my heart 

Lord Jesus Grant me peace 

Lord Jesus I love you    

Anything that clears the head and calms the 
body, frees us up to hear God better.  And that’s 
what prayer is all about.    

“Pray without ceasing” I Thessalonians 5:17 

Senior Pastor’s 
Bible Study 

Journeying with Jesus – the Great Exorcist, 
Popular Miracle-Worker, and Authoritative 

Teacher in the Gospel of Mark 
 

Beginning September 18 and 19 

Wednesday evening (7:00 p.m.) and 
Thursday Morning (10:30 a.m.) 

As Mark narrates the story of Jesus in his Gos-
pel, he portrays Jesus as the powerful Son of God 
who delivers humanity from all the threats that rob 
God’s people of authentic life: meaninglessness; 
storms and the evils of nature; loneliness; alienation 
from themselves, others, and God; sin and guilt; 
hunger; sickness; and the ultimate enemy – death. 
Jesus does what only God can do. Mark also tells 
the story of Jesus from the human side as One who 
is in solidarity with the weakness and vulnerability 
of the human condition and who himself dies on a 
cross, and yet was raised in exaltation.  We will ex-
plore the meaning of 
Jesus for us today in his 
task of sharing his exor-
cising, miracle-making, 
authoritative teaching 
power as the Holy One 
of God. 



 

 

Youth Ministry News 

The end of the summer has been a very busy time for me, as I have taken on the responsibility of Interim 
Youth Director as of the first of August.  I have been planning activities and trying to get information out 
about what is coming up for our Youth Department.  Here are a few things you need to know: 

YOUTH KICK-OFF POOL PARTY  

September 8, from 5:45 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the Shield’s home – 107 
Shellbank Drive!   Come join us for a cookout (hamburgers, hot dogs and the 
fixings), as well as swimming, fun and games.  Bring a friend!  AND…Please 
let me know you’re coming!!   

RSVP to Lou-Anne Smith lsmith@williamsburgumc.org 

Regular youth group activities will continue on September 15 at 5:30 p.m. with a snack supper, games, 
and a time of talking.  The theme for September:  WORDS!  Bring a friend to any and all youth group activi-
ties! All are welcome!! 

Parents-of-Teens Small Group  

The Parents-of-Teens Small Group will be meeting for the first time on Monday, September 9 from 6:30 
p.m. - 8:00 p.m. at the home of Steve and Kathy Shield.  If you are parenting a teen and would enjoy good 
fellowship with other parents, please join us for a light supper and an organizational meeting.   

RSVP to Amy Dassler ardassler@cox.net if you are able to attend or would like to be added to our dis-
tribution list. 

The Creator's Kids: Artist in Training 
God’s universal creation is the largest expression of art in existence.  It is a never-ending source of inspi-

ration, the unlimited resource for creativity, and the fulfillment of the soul’s desire to see God through His 
wonderful works.  A child’s imagination and artistic interpretation are the purest demonstration of the con-
nection between God, ourselves and our understanding of creation all around us.   

The Creator’s Kids program is designed to explore this marvelous connection through art. Available to 
school-age children (1st through 5th Grades), the program will be offered from September 2013 to May 2014 
on every third Wednesday evening from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Room 174 at WUMC.  During each session 
a brief, but fun and informative lesson will be provided featuring a specific artist, an artistic genre, and the 
relevance of the topic to our understanding of God’s creation.  Following the lesson each child will create 
their own work of art utilizing the topic, materials and information provided during the session.  In addition, 
each child will be paired with a youth or college-age mentor who will assist them with their project as well as 
serve as a friend in Christian fellowship.   

Through generous donations, contributions of materials, and WUMC education resources, all materials will 
be provided to each child who participates for the duration of the program at no cost to the child or their 
family.   

For more information and/or registration, please contact Michelle Johnson johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com 
or (634-4678).   

mailto:lsmith@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:ardassler@cox.net
mailto:johnsonhoorah@yahoo.com


 

 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Dear Williamsburg UMC Family, 
 

Tthank you for the many well wishes and the 
generous love offering with which you have blessed 
me.  I have enjoyed serving Williamsburg UMC for 
the last ten years.  You have become a family to 
me, and will always have a special place in my 
heart. 
 

Sincerely, 
  

Corinna Jane Hunley 

Sometimes We’re Up, Sometimes We’re Down 
- Oh Yes, Lawd! 

Local Outreach Can Use Some Help  

Our church has a reputation within the community of being a very “giving” church --- 
one that reaches out to our neighbors with a helping hand and a compassionate heart.  
Through your Local Outreach Work Area our congregation each year assists at least 30 
community organizations with financial help, hands-on help, or both. Our current Local 
Outreach team is less than a dozen hard-working souls.  Some have served in that group 
for almost 20 years!  Over the last few years the number of members who actively lead 
projects has dwindled for various reasons. Now we are entering a very busy time of year 
for our church and our community.  We are concluding our annual school supply drive and 
before year’s end, we have on our schedule: 

Annual coat drive for Head Start 

Annual shoe drive for Salvation Army 

Continued monthly social & meal involvement with Highland Park families 

Finding mentors for families served by the Greater Williamsburg Outreach Ministry 

Hosting the 1st of 2 weeks of the Williamsburg Winter Homeless Shelter 

Thanksgiving Morning Ministry meals & activities   

Please consider pitching in.  Local Outreach is not a job for a handful of people in a 
very large church.    After all, this is where our Christian faith propels us to act, and our 
acts strengthen our faith.  Participation can come from an individual, a couple, a Sunday 
School class, a men’s or women’s group, or just friends who like to be together.  Folks 
who helped in last winter’s homeless shelter program for the very first time can testify that 
it was an enriching experience.  Please consider prayerfully what you are able to do.   

John Cornett, (220-2615) or cornettj1@cox.net or Roy Geiger, (229-3097) or 
roy@rjsassocs.com, Co-chairs of Local Outreach, will be happy to hear from you! 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cornettj1@cox.net
mailto:roy@rjsassocs.com


 

 

Whole Notes for Music Ministries 

September marks the welcome return of our many talented participants in music 
ministry ensembles. If you haven’t registered for an ensemble, please do so as soon as 
possible. It’s not too late. Registration forms for each ensemble can be downloaded from 
the church web site at: www.williamsburgumc.org or by picking up a hard copy at-
tached to the giant bulletin board in the basement of the music suite between Rooms 
107 and 114. You can bring your completed registration form to the first rehearsal.  

Here are the start rehearsal dates for each ensemble: 

It gives the Peragallo family great pleasure to 
invite you to The Colors of the Organ Program 
on September 15 at 3:00 p.m. in the WUMC Sanctu-
ary.  The program, narrated by members of the Per-
agallo family and performed by John Peragallo III, 
will demonstrate the unique bouquet of 62 ranks of 
pipes within the organ and briefly talk about the  
pipes and parts that allow the organ to produce its 
music.   

Musical selections featuring works by Johann 
Sebastian Bach, César Franck, and 
Louis Vierne will exhibit how the 
arrangement of the instrument in 
this wonderful acoustic architec-
ture can bring about an incredible 
musical experience. 

We hope you will join us.     

Sanctuary Choir 
Started Thursday, August 22 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary 
 

Chancel Choir 
Started Thursday, August 22 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary 
 

Charles Wesley Singers 
Started Thursday, August 22 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary 
 

Sine Nomine Ringers 
Started Tuesday, September 3 at 11:00 a.m. in 

Room 112 
 

Williamsburg Ringers 
Started Tuesday, September 3 at 7:00 p.m. in 

Room 112 
 

Canticles of Praise 
Starts Sunday, September 8 at 4:15 p.m. in 

Room 173 
 

Bells of Praise 
Starts Sunday, September 8 at 3:15 p.m. in 

Room 112 
 

Chancel Orchestra 
Starts Monday, September 9 at 5:15 p.m. in 

Room 114 
 

Carol Choir 
Starts Thursday, September 12 at 5:15 p.m. in 

Room 173 
 

Wesley Choir 
Starts Thursday, September 12 at 6:00 p.m. in 

Room 173 
 

Joyful Noise Ringers 
Starts Thursday, September 12 at 5:15 p.m. in 

Room 112 
 

String Ensemble 
Starts Monday, September 23 at 5:15 p.m. in 

Room 114 

Brass Ensemble 
Starts Monday, September 30 at 5:15 p.m. in 

Room 114 
 

Messiah Chorus 
Starts Sunday, November 17 at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary 
 

Summer Choir 
Starts Sunday, June 1, 2014 at 7:45 a.m. in 

Room 114  

Colors of the 

Organ  

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church will present its Fourth Annual Celtic Worship ser-
vice on Sunday, September 29 for both morning services at 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  Partici-
pating ensembles will include the Sanctuary Choir, Chancel Choir, Men’s Chorus, Women’s Cho-
rus, and The Charles Wesley Singers.  Highland bagpiper Gabe Stone will lead the opening 
processional playing “Amazing Grace” as the congregation and choirs sing all stanzas of this 
great traditional hymn.  Other Celtic musicians include Timothy Seaman on hammered dulci-
mer, Peter Budnikas on guitar, and Ann Campbell Robinson on Celtic harp.  This es-
teemed trio of local musicians, known as “Virginia Sky,” will be dressed in traditional Celtic kilts 
as they play a variety of Celtic instruments and lead our congregation in well-known Celtic 
hymns.  

The congregation will sing “The King of Love My Shepherd Is,” “Morning Has Broken,” “Be 
Thou My Vision,” “The Gift of Love,” and more hymns arranged by Richard Sowers, Director of 
Music Ministries.  Rev. Dr. Bill Jones, senior pastor, will preach the concluding sermon on Wres-
tling with God through Prayer.  Associate Pastor Rev. Kay Barré will lead the church in the 4th 
century Celtic reading known as the “Lorica Litany” and other ancient Celtic readings, prayers, 
and litanies.  Bring your friends, relatives and neighbors to experience our one-of-a-kind Celtic 
Worship service on Sunday morning, September 29.  

Early Childhood Music School 

News 
In a few days, ECMS will be up-and-running for the fall semes-

ter with some 400 students participating on-site in their weekly 
classes.  Most of the classes take place on the lower level of the 
church, but the Keyboard classrooms are located on the third floor 
of the education wing.   Nearly any time of day or evening, Monday through Thursday, 
you can see and hear the ECMS teachers, children and parents singing, playing instru-
ments and dancing.  Why?  Here are just a few reasons: 

ECMS classes affirm and support parents of young children while facilitating positive 
family interaction; 

ECMS classes provide a nurturing environment that enables children to develop 
physically, intellectually, emotionally, socially and spiritually;  

Classes in music-and-movement prepare children to become future church musi-
cians;  

Music is good for children, and Williamsburg United Methodist Church values chil-
dren. 

Every summer, a new capital improvement project gets tackled and completed be-
cause of generous volunteers like Ken Lewis (left).  This summer, Ken completed work 
on painting/updating the rest rooms on the lower level.  We sincerely thank Ken for 
three consecutive summers of volunteer service keeping the building well maintained 
and inviting.      

4th ANNUAL CELTIC WORSHIP 



 

 

Respite Care:  A Model for Love Thy Neighbor 
-The plagues of loneliness, helplessness and boredom account for the bulk of suffering 

experienced by seniors. 

-Family caregivers have demanding tasks and often neglect their own health and well-being. 

These realities emphasize the importance Respite Care of Williamsburg 
United Methodist Church (WUMC) plays in our community, amongst seniors 
with special needs and their caregivers.  The loving, compassionate care 
team and volunteers at Respite provide seniors an enriching afternoon of 
activities including music, arts and crafts, exercise, educational talks, remi-
niscing discussions, therapeutic gardening, games and a nutritious snack.  
Simultaneously, their caregiver receives a gift of time, to focus on them-
selves, relieve stress and prevent burn-out. 

The program remains small and family-like, with a maximum participation of 
12/day.  Held on the lower level of WUMC, the dedicated facility designed for Respite Care includes a bright 
and cheerful dining area, activity room, kitchen, and living room/office area.  The program is open Monday-
Friday, 11:45 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and costs $50/day, effective 10/1/13. 

Our dedicated core of staff includes nurses, social workers and past activity directors but most impor-
tantly, everyone shares a love for seniors with special needs.  Each month, 
volunteers dedicate over 200 hours assisting with activities, performing mu-
sic enrichment, leading movement and art programs, socializing with partici-
pants, brings enthusiasm and encouragement to participants. 

Each day brings new activities and conversation.  Recently, gospel mu-
sic, art interpretation, liturgical dance, glass fusion pottery and tai chi have 
been introduced.  New activities are explored continually to meet the inter-
ests and abilities of our changing participants. 

Respite Care visits increased 40% over the past two years to our present 
census averaging 84% monthly occupancy.  Participants attend on specific days of the week, based on what 
works best for the family.  This can range from 1 day/week to 5 days/week.  Presently, Respite Care is serv-
ing 58 individuals and their caregivers in Williamsburg.  44% are women, 56% are men and the average age 
is 85, though one participant is 102!  57% of our participants are cared for by their spouses; 43% by their 

adult children. 

WUMC also offers a monthly caregiver support group meeting open to 
the community on the third Tuesday of each month from 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 
p.m.  A new lunch social has begun once a month, for spouse caregivers to 
interact with one another, while their partner is at Respite Care enjoying 
lunch. 

Transportation support from Faith in Action, tuition support from Penin-
sula Agency on Aging, funding support from WUMC, Williamsburg Commu-

nity Foundation and Junior Woman’s Club of Williamsburg provide critical collaboration to our program. 

Upcoming events include display of our Memories in the Making art pieces at the Williamsburg Public Li-
brary Gallery during the month of October and our annual Carrabba’s catered fundraiser at WUMC on 
Wednesday, October 9.  Tickets to Carrabba’s will go on sale in early September.  We will be opening up Res-
pite Care on Saturday, October 26 during the Walk to End Alzheimer’s, enabling caregivers to participate in 
the Walk while their loved ones enjoy their morning with us. 

WUMC is meeting a critical need in the Williamsburg community through the 
Respite Care ministry that is recognized by families and providers of senior ser-
vices across the region.  For more information, visit our website 
www.williamsburgumc.org/#/how-we-serve/respite-care-center or call 
(229-1771). 

Carolyn Yowell, Director 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/how-we-serve/respite-care-center


 

 

Our thoughts and prayers  
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 
away during the month 

of August: 

Gladys Nelson 

Respite Client 

given in memory of Helen Riebe from 

given in memory of Adli Alliss from 

Memorial Giving  

 Mrs. Carolyn Alliss 

 Mr. & Mrs. Rob Caples 

 Mrs. Charlsey M. Delorenzo 

 Ms. Susan Evans & Family 

 Ms. Janice Haynes 

 Ms. Eleanore Jacobson 

 Ms. Diana Martin 

 Ms. Janise Neslon 

 DeAnne & Mac Price 

 Ms. Cecilia Schmidt 

 Ms. Faith Shartzer 

 Ms. Shirley Vierheller 

 Marty & Susan Wenzler 

 The Williamsburg Regional Library 

Colleagues of Barbara Riebe 

 Mrs. Suzanne Wright & Family 

given in honor of Mrs. Bonnie Brothers from 

 Mrs. Debbie Bruss 

Honorarium Giving  

To Everything 
There Is A Season 

The Memorial Garden, within the shelter of our 
church is a special place to reflect on the life of a loved 
one, and to honor the memory of that life.  The Memo-
rial Garden is located outside the west 
wall of the Sanctuary, and is a beautiful 
place to visit.  Great emotional and 
even financial security can be achieved 
for your family by planning ahead.  
Families find comfort and piece of mind 
in knowing that arrangements reflect 
what their loved one wanted.  

For more information, contact Rev. Helen Casey-
Rutland hcasey-rutland@williamsburgumc.org or 
(229-1771 ext 357).  There will be a Memorial Garden 
display in the Atrium September 29. 

Respite Care 
Presents a  

Benefit Luncheon 
at 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
500 Jamestown Rd 

Catered by 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, October 9 at 11:30 a.m. 
 

$18 per ticket 
 

Tickets go on sale September 1.  All tickets 
must be purchased in advance.  There are only 
200 tickets available.  See Sharon Sams or the 
church office staff to purchase your tickets.  100% 
of the proceeds will support the Respite Care Pro-
gram.  If you cannot attend, please consider a do-
nation to Respite Care of WUMC. 

Condolences   

mailto:hcasey-rutland@williamsburgumc.org
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With Sunday School classes kicking into high gear this month, new opportunities for book and Bible study 
are being offered during the day and evening.  For resources to aid in and enhance your specific study or 
ideas for a book to discuss, make your first stop at the Church Library.  In addition to the 5 excellent sets of 
commentaries, several concordances, topical reference works, and numerous versions of the Bible located in 
our Resource Room, you’ll find atlases, Bible dictionaries, Bible surveys and studies on Christian history and 
theology.  In our main collection, as well as on the new book shelf, are books sure to inspire a spirited and 
interesting discussion for your book group.  Our newest addition includes ZEALOT:  THE LIFE AND TIMES 
OF JESUS OF NAZARETH by Reza Aslan.    Choose several books, pull up one of the comfortable wing 
chairs or a chair at the spacious table in our Resource Room and enjoy the peaceful atmosphere as you make 
your selections. 

The Church Librarians been shopping for books, adding five wonderful new ones to our collection.  Come 
meet CHAMELIA and OL’ MAMMA SQUIRREL,  get the scoop on AMELIA BEDELIA’S FIRST LIBRARY 

CARD, find friends of all shapes and sizes in A SICK DAY FOR AMOS McGEE, and dis-
cover what happens THE DAY THE CRAYONS QUIT.  Our thanks to Holley Walling 

for the gift of these books in memory of Jan Brown.  A former teacher, Jan’s great 
love was children...a love that will embrace many more children through this gift.  

  

“TV.  If kids are entertained by two letters, imagine the fun they’ll have with 
twenty-six.  Open your child’s imagination.  Open a book.” — Author Unknown  

Library News 


